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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An accounting method for imposing, by a server, a 
charge for using an application program installed on a client, the method comprising: 

setting a particular function of the application program installed on the client as a key 
function: 

a funct i on p e rform a nc e d e t e ct i ng st e p for detecting wh e th e r a p a rt i cu la r funct i on s e t as 
aperformance of the key function of aothe application program i nsta lle d on th e c lie nt was 
p e rform e d as performance of the particular function : 

an app li cat i on program sp e cify i ng st e p for specifying a type of t he application program 
performing the particular function set as the key function : 

a us e r sp e cify i ng st e p for sp e c i fy i ng registering a user who p e rform e d th e part i cu l ar 
funct i on for using the key function of the application program : and 

an account i ng st e p for imposing charges on athe registered user sp e c i f ie d by th e us e r 



key part i cular function of the application program and the type of the application program d e t e ct e c 
v i a tho sot k e y funct i on by th e funct i on p e rformanc e d e t e ct i ng st e p, wh e r e in th e account i ng st e p 
I mposos a charg e accord i ng to th e app li cat i on program sp e c i fi e d by th e app l icat i on progr a m 



2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The accounting method according to claim 1, wherein 
the particular function set as the key function is to output data from the client to an external 
device. 




according to a__frequency of p e rformanc e o fd etecting performance of the 




3. 



(CANCELLED) 
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4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The accounting method according to claim 1 , furth e r 
comprising a us e r r e g i strat i on st e p for p e rform i ng us e r r e g i stration wherein the registering the 
user for the application program is performed upon detecting the performance of the key 
function by the user in cas e of th e part i cular funct i on having b ee n p e rform e d for thea first time. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The accounting method according to claim 1, furth e r 
compr i s i ng an i mpos e d charg e amount i nform i ng st e p for wherein the setting the particular 
function of the application program comprises setting an imposed charges key function, the 
method further comprising informing a c lie nt wh i ch mad e a r e qu e st about the registered user of 
amount of charges imposed at thata time of detecting performance of the imposed charges key 
function by the registered user . 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server for imposing a charge for using an 
application program installed on a client, the server comprising: 

a controller 

setting a particular function of the application program installed on the client as a 

key function, 

funct i on p e rformanc e d e t e ct i ng m e ans for detecting wh e th e r a part i cu l ar funct i on 
s e t as a performance of the key function of a the application program i nsta lle d on th e c lie nt was 
p e rform e di as performance of the particular function. 

a pp li cat i on program sp e c i fy i ng m e ans for specifying a type of the application 
program performing the particular funct i oni function set as the key function. 

us e r sp e c i fy i ng m e ans for sp e c i fy i ng registering a user who p e rform e d th e 
part i cu l ar funct i on: for using the key function of the application program, and 

account i ng m e ans for imposing charges on athe registered user sp e c i fi e d by th e 
us e r sp e c i fy i ng m e ans according to a_frequency of detecting performance of the part i cular key 
function of the application program and the type of the application program d e t e ct e d v i a th e s e t 
k e y funct i on by th e funct i on p e rformanc e d e t e ct i ng m e ans, wh e r ei n th e account i ng m e ans ^ 
impos e s a charg e accord i ng to th e app li cat i on program sp e c i fi e d by th e app li cat i on program 
sp e c i fy i ng m e ans . 
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7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The accounting method according to claim 1, further 
comprising a charg e d e duct i ng st e p for deducting automatically the charges imposed by th e 
account i ng st e p from an account being under the user's name. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An accounting method for imposing, by a server, a 
charge for using an application program installed on a client, the method comprising: 

a key function setting step for setting a particular function of the application program 
installed on the client as a key function and for specifying a type of the application program 
performing the particular function set as the key function: 

a function performance detecting step for detecting wh e th e r a part i cu l ar function s e t as 
a performance of the key function of aothe application program i nsta l l e d on th e c lie nt was 
p e rform e d as performance of the particular function : 

a user sp e c i fy i ng i nformat i on obta i n i ng registration step for obta i n i ng informat i on for 
sp e c i fy i ng registering a user i n cas e of th e p e rformanc e of th e part i cu l ar funct i on of th e 
app li cat i on program hav i ng b ee n d e t e ct e d v i a th e s e t k e y funct i on by th e function p e rformanc e 
d e t e ct i ng st e p using the key function of the application program : and 

a us e r sp e c i fy i ng i nformat i on s e nd i ng st e p for s e nd i ng th e s e rv e r th e i nform a t i on for 
sp e c i fy i ng a us e r obta i n e d by th e us e r sp e c i fy i ng i nformat i on obta i n i ng st e p an accounting step 
for imposing charges on the registered user according to a freguency of detecting performance 
of the key function of the application program and the type of the application program . 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client for having a server impose a charge for using 
an application program installed on athe client, the client comprising: 

a controller 

setting a particular function of the application program installed on the client as a 

key function. 

specifying a type of the application program performing the particular function set 
as the key function, 

funct i on p e rformanc e det e ct i ng m e ans for detecting wh e th e r a 
particu l a r performance of the key function sot as a k e y function of a of the application as 
performance of the particular function, program i nsta lle d on th e cl ie nt was p e rform e d: 
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us e r sp e c i fy i ng i nformat i on obta i n i ng means for obtaining information fef 
sp e c i fy i ng a us e r of a user using the key function of the application program J n cas e of th e 
p e rformanc e of th e part i cu l ar function of th e program hav i ng b ee n d e t e ct e d v i a th e s e t k e y 
function by th e function p e rformanc e d e t e ct i ng moans; and 

us e r sp e c i fy i ng i nformat i on s e nd i ng m e ans for sending to the server the 
i nformat i on for sp e c i fy i ng a user information and the type of the application information, upon the 
detecting of the performance of the key function by the user obta i n e d by th e us e r sp e c i fy i ng 
i nformat i on obta i n i ng m e ans . 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A software usage charging system, comprising: 
a programm e d c lie nt comput e r a client computer comprising a controller executing to 
e x e cut e softvyare . obtaining information of a user using a particular function of the software set 
as a key function of the software, and to d e t e ct detecting usage of a part i cu l ar funct i on s e t as 
athe key function of the software by athe use r as performance of the particular function : and 

a programm e d server computer in communication with the client computer and 
comprising a controller setting the particular function of the software as the key function of the 
software executing on the client and setting a type of the software, and charging t o charg e the 
user according to us e of th e part i cu l ar funct i on of th e softwar e funct i on, i n r e spons e to d e t e ct e d 
usag e of th e part i cu la r funct i on of th e softwar e v i a th e s e t k e y function by th e programm e d cl ie nt 
computo rt he detecting the usage of the software key function by the client computer and the 
type of the software . 
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